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from Bastia: "It being my indispensable duty, both as a soldier and an Englishman, to obtain every possible information respecting Corsica, the whole of my time has been employed in pursuits to this effect, and I have consequently been prevented from showing you that attention which on every account you merit." It will be seen that Moore took the same view of his duty. He was, as his Diary amply shows, anything but an unqualified admirer of Paoli, and it was simply for the purpose of carrying out the duty recognised by Stuart and him, "to obtain every possible information respecting Corsica," that he made those successive tours throughout the island which will be recorded in the next chapter. These appear to have excited Sir Gilbert's alarm, because, in the course of them, it was impossible that Moore should not hear how deadly unpopular among the people the Government of Pozzo di Borgo had become.
Moore's view (p. 132, ante) of the two appointments of Trigge was taken at home. These were cancelled and re-made by the King. The censure drew from Elliot a reply of melodramatic contrition. As to his command, he told Ministers that it was settled in the New Constitution, as the Corsicans wished, and an irrevocable pledge to them. The evidence therefore on p. 124, ante, and p. 178, giving Paoli's statement at a later date to Moore, are important. Sir Gilbert received the command under a promise not to deal on his personal judgment with Army detail1
1 Public Eecord Office, "Corsica," letter of 28th February 1795, cancelling Elliot's appointments. His reply, 25th April 1795. ^so letter of i6th October 1794, applying for "the formal and nominal" command. I serve under an officer for whom I have so much esteem and attachment.
